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the designer - Lena Ermgassen

Her fi rst EJC was Maastrich. 
She has been to more than 250 Juggling Conventions, 
is active in the EJA since 1995, fi rst as the German 
Rep, then as the EJA-archivist, organises on several 
EJC a part, for example coordinatiting the volounteers, 
the workshops, preregistration and exhibitions. Sonja 
worked several years in a circus and is now a teacher 
for art, history and circus skills. She‘s still working on 
5 clubs and 8 balls multiplex.

the author - Sonja Boeckmann

In 2002 she became addicted to juggling conventions 
and the EJC. Later on she started to teach juggling and 
circus to kids, creating youth exchanges and became 
part of DADAcircus in France. After a juggling break 
of several years she‘s happy to see, that she can still 
juggle fi ve balls and doing take outs and passing 
without remembering how it‘s working. 



this year we have the 40th European Juggling Convention (EJC). It is a reason to 
look back to all the great conventions we had so far. 

The fi rst EJC started with just 11 jugglers in 1978. Now it is the world biggest event 
with several thousand jugglers every year in another country.
It is from jugglers for jugglers! So thanks to all who made this festival so lovely, 
peacefully, friendly and a place where we can have a wonderful, exciting, colourful 
time together with all the jugglers from around the world.

Everyone enjoys the convention diff erently. There are jugglers who attend a lot of 
shows or workshops or parties, others do several voluntary jobs or spend the whole 
time with friends. So this book does not show THE convention, it shows just an
impression of each EJC.

This is the fi rst try to put information from all the EJC together.
Sorry for mistakes or gaps. Feel free to contact me, so the next book will be better.
The plan is to make an online archive for all the conventions. It is not ready yet, but 
you already have the QR-codes on each page to use them in future.

Many thanks goes to Lena Ermgassen who joined in and did all the layout for the book.
Thanks to the EJA who fi nanced the printing.
Thanks to Katrin, Lena, Petra, Joanna, Andi and to all the jugglers who gave me 
information or material.
Thanks for reading and going through the book. I hope you have fun with it.

Dear jugglers,

Sonja Boeckmann
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The European Juggling Convention 

 is the world biggest juggling event - and is 

held every year in a diff erent European city. 

From all over the world professional artists, 

street jugglers and hobby jugglers travel to 

meet up.

EJCs
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YES: The European Juggling Convention and the International Juggling 
Association are connected:
On a meeting of magicians’ in 1947 jugglers came to the idea to create 
an own organisation and funded the IJA - one year later they had the 
fi rst Juggling Convention. This international convention was and still is 
held in North-America. For Europeans the travel costs had been always 
high, so members of the IJA decided to create a juggling meeting in 
Europe: That was the fi rst European Juggling Convention in London in 
1978. Later the Europeans founded their own organisation: the EJA.

The International Juggling Association 

as an Organizer of the EJC?

IJA
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In 1985 the organisers of the 8th EJC were the fi rst to try to set 
up   a juggler‘s association in Europe - the AEJ. However,  the now 
offi  cially existing juggling organisation in Europe, the EJA, was 
founded by Lee Hayes after the EJC in Saint in 1987.
 
It is a non-profi t organisation registered in Amsterdam as Stichting 
European Juggling Association. All the paperworks (for example 
statute changes or names of the members of the Daily Board) has to 
conform with the law in the Netherlands.
The aims of the EJA are:
~ make sure that there will be an EJC every year
~ support the EJC/Organiser team
~ promote juggling
 
Everyone in the EJA works voluntary. It would be great if you like 
to engage you in the EJA. Get in contact with the Board Members.

The European Juggling Association 
(EJA)   

More about the EJA:
http://eja.net/



EJAEJAEJAEJAMore about the EJA:
http://eja.net/ EJA



(only the jugglers who live in 
that country can vote for their 
representative)

(all with a voting right - the Main 
Board votes for example 
the members of the Daily Board)

General Assembly at the EJC
ALL jugglers who are at the meeting have the right to vote:
~ place of the future EJC
~ Festival Representatives
~ Country Representatives 

The Main Board
is a meeting of 
~ Festival Representatives 
~ Country Representatives 
~ Daily Board Members 
~ and Country Contact persons
~ Special Roles 
~ Invited people
 
The Daily Board (Executive committee - XC)
There are three positions (all for a term of three years)
~ Director (President)
~ Treasurer
~ Secretary
They take the responsiblity for all the daily business of the 
EJA.Who gets this job? Someone who wants to do this job 
steps forward and talks to the Main Board Members that 
he or she wants to off er themself as a candidate. It doesn‘t 
have to be someone with a function in the EJA but it is 
very helpful.The members of the Main Board Meeting vote 
for the positions.
 
Special Roles
There are special roles in the EJA such as the coordinator 
of the pre-registation and the archivist. 
There might be new ones coming up.

EJA~Structure
Country Representatives (Reps)
How to become a Country Representative?
The Main Board decides which country has the right for a 
Representative. A juggler from that country who is 
willing to do the job steps forward. Jugglers from that country 
vote for him or her for two years at the General Assembly.
 
Country Contact Persons (Contacts)
If a country doesn`t have a Country Representative, it can 
have a Country Contact Person. That is the case when:
a)  no juggler votes for a Country Representatives candidate 
at the General Assembly or
b) the Main Board decides that a country should not 
     have a Rep or
c)  the Country is outside Europe.
The job is the same but they do not have a voting right on 
the Board Meetings.
How to become a Country Contact person?
Just contact the Main Board members and say that you 
want to be the contact for your country!
 
Festival Representatives
How to become a Festival Representative?
The Main Board decides if the EJC Team should have a 
Festival Representative. The Organizing Team nomintes a 
candidate. The Jugglers at the General Assembly vote for 
them for a term of two years.
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  here!

Ich war da!

J‘étais là!

Jeg var der!

Estuve allÍ!

Minä olin täällä!

ήμουν εδώ

Bhí mé anseo!
Ero qui!

Ik was hier!
Byłem tam!

Jag var här!
bil sem tam
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Ik was hier!
 
The EJA does not organise an EJC, but helps to run it, for example 
with knowledge, fi nancial support and pre-registration. 
The EJC is organised by an Organisation Team. This team changes 
every year. In that way every EJC is unique.
When the team is elected by the jugglers at the General Assembly, it 
takes over the responsibility for organising the EJC.
The Organisation Team has to found (or use its own) legal organisa-
tion form on a voluntary basis in their country. 
It has to take all the risk of the organisation of the festival and has to 
spend a lot of time for the preparation (mostly more than one year). 
It is not an easy job! The members of the team do it voluntary, it is 
not their occupation.
They do a great job for creating a wonderful event for all jugglers 
from all around the world. So keep that in mind if something is 
not running smoothly. Off er your help! Take a voluntary job at the 
Convention!
Many thanks to all the past and future Organisation Teams of an 
EJC. Thank you very much indeed for organising an EJC!

Organisation Team of an EJC

eJc
Team
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There is an EJA-Archive:

It is situated in Petersfehn II, near Oldenburg (see 13th EJC), Germany. 
If you are interested in it, you are welcome to visit (contact Sonja Boeckmann: 
archive@eja.net). All the material about the past EJCs (for example press 
articles, T~shirts, pictures, material from the organisers, budget plans, site maps, 
booklets, badges, etc.) is colleted there. This archive material was exhibited 
during a couple of EJCs and is mostly used in this book. Hopefully you like it.
There is still a lot of work to do in the archive, for example to scan all the 
material (many thanks to Mïark who started this job successfully), put it online, 
fi ll the gabs of material of past EJCs, and so on. So if you like to spend time 
helping with the archive, please get in contact with Sonja (archive@eja.net).

The EJA-Archive

eJa
archive
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Scott and David Cain (Museum of Juggling History) 
and the unknown photographers!
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